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CnOCKEU OOTJlUUD, "Queen
AIMEEPearls," and her rcmarkablo

. court!
I Certainly Europe, and oven that Paris
which has held tho most unlquo gather-
ings from overy region on tho globe, novcr
know anything that might bo compared
with It. Tho court of pearls nnd diamonds,
the court of men of adventure, tho court
of women of tho passing whirl, tho court
of tho cocktail and tho tea, holds a placo
all Its own In tho annals of tho most
picturesque town on Mr. Mercator's map.

Now, with tho coming of tho sunset to
tho remarkable woman whoso romances
havo girdled tho earth, sho Is again pro-
jected upon the hereon of tho day's news
In a suit by ono of hor retainers, "Count"
Ferrl Plsanl, to collect $900 alleged to be
duo him for serving as a courtier tt $150
a month.

And, whllo sho Is fighting tho suit
Almeo will pay.
Aimeo ALWAYS pays.
Which, ono might remark en passant,

Is tho reason why thoro Is a court for
Queen Almeo, and why tho wonderful
flguro In Pailslan life holds hor dally loveo
for tho hungry, tho thirsty and tho faith-
ful so long as tho favor of tho Queen
lasts.

Ferrl, tho latest to suo tho holress to
the Crocker millions, was, or raaybo is
still, ono of a dozen men who flutter about
tho throno of Her
Majesty, tho Queen of Hearts. It Is a mot-lo- y

group, strango, weird nnd unprepos-
sessing for tho most part, and Its stago
setting Is moro striking than oven tho

throng that makes up tho court.
If one would como by somo idea of its
make-up- , let him d that part of
Shakespeare in which Falstnff describes
the troops ho has recruited for King Hal,
after blowing In all of tho money given
him for that purpose upon sundry
wenches of tho waysldo inns.

Tho dally loveo of tho Queen has been
held for several years In tho cafo of
Henri's Hotel, known to overy American
soldier who over trekked Parlsward. Many
years ago nn American cavalry officer,
wealthy In his own right, and distinguished
In tho old days when tho cavalry was tha
bulwark against tho menacing redskins of
the West, retired and went to Paris.

Thoro ho had a sort of striker, who
served him well Henri by name. Tho offi-

cer staked Henri to open a Uttlo place
of his own, and ho chose a spot In tho
Ituo Volnoy, n llttlo, short street that
parallels tho Iluo do la Palx nnd serves
as n passing ground between that street
of gay shopB and tho boulovanl beyond.
There ho opened a hotel, with a bar like
those In America, and a tiny cafo that

"

holds Just six tables no more.
On tho walls, painters plifd
their bnibbes for three paint-
ings. What American officer

an

a

1b thero In any part of tho
land who does not recall tho hunter, gun
poised and dog alert, who stared at him
from tho East wall?

Henri wanted a small and paying cli-
entele. JIo got it. Ho prospered nnd tho
placo grew famous. Ono day during tho
war tho gendarmes camo rushing In tho
front door. As they entered a body crashed
through tho skylight outsldo.

dlenrl was a spy, and ho had committed
sulcldo by Jumping from tho Just
ns tho French officers arrived arrest
him.

Hut his widow maintained tho placo aftor
his death a cheery, pleasant woman of
kindly heart. Aided by "John," tho maltro
d'hotol, sho kept tho old machlno running.
And at n corner tablo In this llttlo cafo,
every afternoon at 4 o'clock, Qnoen Almeo
comes to ho,-- throno a carved oaken
chair, In which Ed Hearn, big chlof of
tho Knights of Columbus, often sat for
lunch, whoro many of tho officers who
led the Americans to victory reposed;
whero any number of tho best known men
nnd women In America havo sipped their
cocktails nnd ordered "real American
food."

iPlcturo tho Queen as sho arrives. Tlmo
has wiped out tho beauty that "nee held
men In captivity In America, In Europe, In
Asia and even along Afrlc shores. A fat,
dumpy residuary legateo to that charm
remains. Her ankles aro swollen from
some organic troublo, and sho walks slowly
and with difficulty. Undor hor eyes thero
aro puffs that tell their own sad and pathe-
tic story.

Hut her dress Is of tho mode nnd of
tho finest toxturo. About hor pudgy neck
aro strung ropos of poarls that might sup-
ply a good part of tho Oerman reparation
fund, whllo tho presonta that tho Queen
of Shoba brought to Solomon when sho
wont Israolward seeking wisdom, would
not havo bought tho rings that bedeck
her onco shapely bands,

No sooner Is sho In her seat than tho
court appears. Thero is Gorgorsky, a tall,
lank Ilusslan, who seems to havo lost
something and to bo continually looking
for It. Ho handB yoti a card: "Prlnco

And ho will show you a picture
of l.lniBclt In a group, dressed In all of the
pomp and circumstance of a Ilusslan gen-

eral
"Prlnco!" whispers tho

from Chicago, who is also a member of
tho court. "Ho was onco Cantacuzcne's
valet. Almeo bought him that uniform In
tho picture."

Tho Prlnco, however, Is tho prime min-
ister of the household. Ho approaches tho
presence. Ho bends and Imprints n kiss
upon tho puffed hand, maybe pausing to
regard tho gems, although, a resident in
tho house of Jewels that Almce calls her
own, ho ought to bo used to them-

Enter a giant of Jovial mien. He. too,
leans and kisses tho proffcrod hand. The

also a follower of tho
pearls, follows suit, and turns to the visi-
tor to bay:

"You outsht to know that guy. Ho was
onco a rubber In Flclschmann's baths In
New York. Ever go thero?"

And tho train proceeds until a dozen
havo assembled. Tho waiter takes the
orders. All cocktails excepting for Almeo.
For hor llfo holds but tea tho swelling
ankles Impose a restriction moro binding
than Mr. Volstead might hopo to dream.
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"Her Majesty, Aimee

Tho conversation runs
In French.

An American nows-pape- r

woman interrupts
for a momoat.

"Can I havo a copy of
that book you .wroto?"
sho Is asking.

"Aimeo wroto ns much of
that book as you did," says tho

asldo.
Tho check comes. Almce

pays.
Aimeo ALWAYS pays.
Tho courtlera seo hor de-

part. Then each goes his way,
most of them to spend tho
largesBO of tho Queen in entor-talnln- g

somo hoyden of tho
boulevards or tho stago. Almeo
goes homo. Thoro later, tho
court will assemble ngaln.

Tho house, wonderfully fur.
nlshcd, holds n safe that con-
tains a fortune In pearls anil
gems. Experts say tho pearl
collection Is tho finest on earth.
In ono room the pictures of
world celebrities, all personally

Below, Aimo Crocker
Gouraud and Her

Prime
"Prince" W.

Extravaganza
Gouraud,

Heiress to the Crocker Millions, and
Her Hired Court of Titled
Adventurers, Revealed by

Noble Courtier's Suit for
Wages Overdue

Minister,

Cantacuzeno.

of

"Her Majesty," Who Holds Her
Dnily Levee in n Paris Cnfe,
Photographed with Some of Her

Magnificent Pcnrls.
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Tho Imposing Entrance Gates nl Aimeo
Gouraud's Paris Home.

given to Almeo, adorn llm walls. Thoro
Is not nn inch nf spaco left. Sumo uio dar-
ing; somo nro plain.

In tho busument a rouplo of cooks nro
busy, preparing for tho evening inoal, for
th retainers will suroly Im back for
THAT, and tho good old Warwick, in his
king making days, noviir had to provldo a
bigcor banquet than tho Queen of Pearls
sets for her hungry and ever-prese-

court.
Such Is tho plcturo that Count PIsunI

uncovers In suing for his Btlpend as u
courtier at $160 per.

Time was when Almeo Crocker douraild
was not fat and slow of motion. Tlmo was
whim sho was grace and loveliness Itsnlf.
Four husbands nnd many admirers camo
lo hor lot. Bho married Porter Ashe,
mllllonalio turf klnir, first; then Harry
(illllg, tho banker; Jack (louraiid, famed
an a llroadway spender and good fellow,
was No. 3, and when ho died Bhn married
Pilnco Alexander Mlsklnoff. Tho throo
Americans nil charmed and held her. Tho
Ilusslan bored hor until alio was forced
to let him go his way In peace.

Sho was only sixteen whon sho ran away
and married Porter Ashe, and her con-
quests since that tlmo havo had their
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Reginald, tho Adopted Son of
Aimeo Gouraud, and Mrs.

Roberta Acuff, Former Wife of
David Joyce, the Brother of

J. Stanley Joyce, Who Married
Peggy Hopkins. Rcggy Re-

cently, at His Mother's Request,
Iiroke His Engagement to

Mrs. Acuff.
scenes nil ovor tho world. Tho rlchOBt
and tho most Measured of hor pearl col-
lection attests tho dovotlon of nn East
Indian Prlnco,

Ah h1io grew (no old for ronianco herself,
Almeo found It through her children. Hho
had ndoplod two Yvonne, a girl, and
Heglnalil Dovon (also known ns Deval),
a boy. lloth wero known as "children of
mystory," for thnlr parenlago was nover
made public. Yvonno was tho heroliin of
a remarkable lovo episode When her foster--

mother and Prince Mliklnofl' separated
and tint Prlnco sued for divorce, Almeo
couutmod with her own suit and named
her adopted daughtur ns
After tho d'.'creo wan granted, sho Insisted
that tho Prlnco marry Yvonno.

Yvonne later left tho Prlnco, danced on
tho stago and announced hor engagement
to a Turk, said to bo tho son of the latu
Abdul H.'tmld. Tln boy, Itrgglo, for a
while designed costumes for muny famous
llroadway actresses.

Almeo. the Queen of Hearts nnd Pearls,
Is u f buslnosH woman. Her es-
tate Is still rich anil sho Is still looking
after It with the old, canny ability.

Hut her court In Paris
Nothing In tho fiction of Don Quixote,

In tho realism of Hugo, ovor touched Its
peculiar strain.

Sho Is ii Queen of her own making; a
Queen by might of personality and money,
and her reign still holds, to tho amazement
of all ParlH, and of tho Americans who
(lock thither by tho thousands lo hear tho
story of tho latter days of a woman whoso

ground was tho faco of tho
globe.


